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Members of every human group have the need of co-
ordinating various activities of fixing dates for the
future, of placing reminiscences in the past, of gauging
th# length of bygone periods and of those to come/'l
The functional approach to the problem of time-
reckoning leads us to examine the calendar in detail
in order to see how the system regulates and is defined
by the social activities.
The traditional calendar used in the village is based
on the lunar system. The principle of the lunar sys-
tem is as follows : the full moon is taken as the night
of the fifteenth day of a month. Thus the number of
days in each month is either twenty-nine or thirty.
(The synodic lunar month consists of 29-53 days.)
Twelve months will be counted as a year which con-
tains 354"36 days. The total number of days fails to
make the required total of 365-14 days a year for the
solar system. An intercalary month is added every
two or three years to make good the annual deficiency.
But the seasonal cycle of the organic world is due more
to the relation between the earth and the sun than to
the relation between the earth and the moon. Although
the two systems are adjusted in the long run by the
intercalary month, the date of one system can never
regularly correspond with that of the other.
The date in the lunar system does not indicate con-
sistently the position of the earth with reference to the
sun and consequently the seasonal climatic changes.
For example, supposing the people catch the right
time for sowing at the seventeenth day of the fourth
month this year, they will, owing to the intercalary
month, be too late if they sow at the same date next
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